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Severe Tsunami Impacts on Hawai‘i
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Major Lessons Learned During 
the Development of Early 

Warning Systems



Tsunami of 1960









“I thought my home was safe because the 
1946 tsunami did not come here.  When I 
saw a lot of people by the pier, I thought I 
must be safe or they would not stay 
there.”

- Mrs. Ito, tsunami survivor



Tsunami of 1975



California Tsunami
Warning of 2005

“In Santa Monica, officials thought it was ‘just 
informational, only a bulletin,’ said Police Sgt. Jeff 
Wiles.  Assuming that they would receive an update 
if the situation became more serious, city officials 
decided not to open their emergency operations 
center.”

Los Angeles Times
June 16, 2005



“In Huntington Beach, the police watch commander on 
duty had trouble interpreting the bulletins and wasn’t 
sure whether a tsunami warning was actually in 
effect.  ‘They were confusing to read through,’ said 
Lt. Craig Junginger.”

Los Angeles Times
June 16, 2005



“Lon Waxstein, commander in the Half Moon Bay 
Police Department, said he didn’t think there was a 
reason for panic. ‘People need to get a grip,’ he said.”

Los Angeles Times
June 15, 2005



“Larry Collins, the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department captain on the county’s tsunami task 
force, said, ‘We don’t have a consistent plan 
statewide or even county-wide.  Right now, some 
places evacuate and others don’t.  Each city makes 
their own rules, and there’s no governing body that 
says, ‘You will operate consistently like this,’ he 
added.”

Los Angeles Times
June 15, 2005



“In Crescent City, there were several reported car 
accidents as people jammed the roads, trying to make 
their way out of town, said resident Calvin Maready.  
Others decided to go down to the beach, to wait for 
the waves.  ‘I don’t know what was going through 
their heads,’ he said.”

Associated Press
June 16, 2005



Hawai‘i County System Today



System and Plan Development

Central
Point

Hawai‘i County
Civil

Defense

Hazard Identification
Risk Identification

Agency
Role Identification

S.O.P Development

Training
Public Education

Mitigation
Strategies

County of
Hawai‘i

Integrated
Emergency
Operations

Plan

All department and agencies are responsible for developing
and maintaining supporting disaster response plans in

consonance with this Basic Plan.



Coordination of Information Releases

Command Center

Interprets,
Translates,

Clarifies

Rumors

Official Warning
Point

Pseudo-
scientists

Media

Folklore &
myths

Public

Media

Responders



County of Hawai‘i Disaster Response Organization
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Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOP) Development



Mitigation Measures



Zoning



Building Code



Educational programs



Educational programs



Educational programs



http://www.crid.or.cr/crid/CD_Volcanes/pdf/eng/doc2802/doc2802.htm
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